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We get a “New Economy” every 50 years or so based on waves of innovation. 
What policies should we use to maximize this New Economy?
Fortune magazine devoted an issue to the "New Economy"... in 1955. Our silicon-driven, global economy is "New," but so were the national, mass production-based economy of the 1950s and the regional, electrified one of the 1900s, points out Robert Atkinson.  Defying conventional economic wisdom, he argues that the economy is not constantly evolving, but instead lurches forward every 50 years or so, propelled by a fundamentally new technology system. 

Although economic revolution and the societal transformations that accompany it can seem overwhelming, Atkinson takes comfort in the fact that America has been through it before.  By studying how past generations dealt with their "New Economies," we can prepare better for what ours brings.   But, Atkinson notes, our solutions must be novel and our own, as neither the turn-of-the-century supply-side economic polices of today's conservatives nor the Keynesian economics of the liberals are up to the task. 

Instead, embracing and investing in the technology that drives it and focusing on productivity as a new economic framework are the means by which we will maximize growth and the potential of this economy, at least until the next "New" one arrives.

Robert Atkinson serves as Vice-President and Director of the Technology and the Economy Project at the Progressive Policy Institute and also directed its New Economy Task Force, co-chaired by Senator Tom Daschle and Gateway CEO Ted Waitt.  Previously Dr. Atkinson served as executive director of the Rhode Island Economic Policy Council, as project director at the former Congressional Office of Technology Assessment, and, by appointment by President Clinton, on the Commission on Workers, Communities, and Economic Change in the New Economy.  
Location: Embassy Suites Hotel, Friendship Heights, 4300 Military Road, Washington D.C.. (Friendship Heights Metro stop on the Red line.  Parking in garage and on street.)

Registration:   At www.natcapwfs.org  $34 non-members; $29 members; $25 students under 26.  Advance paid reservations are strongly encouraged by COB November 15, 2005.   Reservations may not be cancelled after that date, and no shows will be charged.  Last minute registrants may pay at the door. Please contact Ken Harris with any questions or if you wish to pay by check at 301-657-3731 or harriskw@erols.com.
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