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Maybe you’ve read a recent issue of Newsweek or Time that proclaims that America is beginning to suffer when it comes to basic science. More and more research is being done overseas, and innovation and competitive advantage will surely follow. Or perhaps you heard new thoughts from President Bush or Nancy Pelosi, talking about America’s need to renew a commitment to innovation. Better yet, maybe you’ve heard astounding and terrifying figures—that America is graduating 60,000 engineers a year, while India puts out 350,000, and China trains 600,000! In the future, is America going to slip as the leader in innovative technologies? How big a threat is this shift in basic scientific research? What could losing our leadership in innovation mean?

Jim Lewis, a senior fellow at CSIS and expert on science, technology and national security, is asking us to consider the real trends at the intersection of science and innovation. In his presentation to the NatCapWFS, he will ask us to consider the role of “soft infrastructure” such as venture capital, banking, and the entrepreneurial spirit in the future of innovation. Also, he will explore the ramifications of research born out of private industry instead of massive government programs. The result will be a reasoned, less hyperbolic analysis of the threats and opportunities presented by these changes in science and globalization. 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Dr. James Lewis is a Senior Fellow and Director of the Science, Technology and Public Policy Program at the Center for Strategic and International Studies in Washington D.C. Before joining CSIS, he was a career diplomat who worked on a range of national security issues during his federal service. Since coming to CSIS, he has authored numerous publications, including Globalization and National Security (2004), Spectrum Management for the 21st Century (2003), Perils and Prospects for Internet Self-Regulation (2002), Assessing the Risk of Cyber Terrorism, Cyber War, and Other Cyber Threats (2002), Strengthening Law Enforcement Capabilities for Counterterrorism (2001), Preserving America's Strength in Satellite Technology (2001), and China as a Military Space Competitor (forthcoming).
Location: Embassy Suites Hotel, Friendship Heights, 4300 Military Road, Washington D.C.. (Friendship Heights Metro stop on the Red line.  Parking in garage and on street.)

Registration:   At www.natcapwfs.org  $34 non-members; $29 members; $25 students under 26.  Advance paid reservations are strongly encouraged by COB April 18, 2006.   Reservations may not be cancelled after that date, and no shows will be charged.  Last minute registrants may pay at the door. Please contact Ken Harris with any questions or if you wish to pay by check at 301-657-3731 or harriskw@erols.com.
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