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Claire Nelson, Ph.D.
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BEYOND RECONSTRUCTION TO REGENESIS:  Exploring the Power of Foresight in Creating Sustainable Prosperity for Haiti 
The recent Haitian earthquake has led the country from poverty to extreme poverty and near-chaos.  The potential consequences are very difficult to foresee. Poverty, inequality and disease are the chief causes of violent conflict, civil war and state failures, and the constant upheaval over the last five years – from one disaster to another—has led to a state of national trauma, which could turn Haiti into a failed state.    

Traditional development planning has not delivered the desired results in Haiti.  Dr. Nelson will explore how the power of strategic foresight and futures thinking could be used to do so.  She will include the audience in a discussion of how to get the development assistance community to adopt a more strategic way forward for Haiti such that Haiti can begin to be successful by 2020. 

Claire Nelson is a development futurist who has pioneered the introduction of futures methodologies in over 25 years of work in international development. She was the trailblazer for placing the topic of social exclusion due to race and ethnicity on the agenda of the Washington international finance institutions.  As a result of her pioneering work on promoting development equity in Latin America, she has been a frequent guest at the Salzburg Seminar and served as a member of their Advisory Group on Moral, Spiritual and Ethical Leadership in 2000 and 2002; and as Faculty at the Session on Leadership Across Cultural Boundaries and Geographic Borders in 2003. 

Dr. Nelson is Founding Convenor of the Futures Forum, an educational practice established in 2000 to promote the application of futures tools and foresight with communities from the global South.   In this regard, she has convened and facilitated Conversations on the Future from Africa to the Caribbean.  She is also Founder and President of the Institute of Caribbean Studies (ICS).  Under her leadership, it has succeeded in placing the Caribbean American agenda on the Washington policy stage, including the proclamation of June as National Caribbean American Heritage Month by the US Congress and President in 2006. 

Distinguished as the first Jamaican woman to earn a Doctorate in an Engineering discipline, Nelson has served as an Adjunct Professor of Industrial Engineering at Morgan State University in the 1990s.  She holds a Bachelors and Masters in Industrial Engineering from the State University of New York at Buffalo and Purdue University, and a Doctorate in Engineering Management from the George Washington University.

Location: Embassy Suites Hotel, Friendship Heights, 4300 Military Road, Washington D.C.. (Friendship Heights Metro stop on the Red line.  Parking in garage and on street.)  Registration: At www.natcapwfs.org/events.htm, $34 non-members; $24 members; $15 students under 26.  Advance paid reservations are strongly encouraged by COB April 19, 2010.   Reservations may not be cancelled after that date, and no shows will be charged.  Last minute registrants may pay at the door. Please contact John Honig at 301-469-7783 or jhonig@comcast.net with any questions or, if you wish to pay by check, send a check to John at 7701 Glenmore Spring Way, Bethesda, MD., 20817.   Note: Due to a new requirement from our merchant banker to provide the full billing address for credit card charges, payment at the door will be by cash or personal check only.  Those registering in advance may still pay by VISA, Mastercard or American Express.
