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What Students Need to Know and Be Able to Do to Be Prepared for the Future

[image: image1.jpg]



Gary Marx

President, Center for Public Outreach
A Dinner Meeting of the
World Future Society, National Capitol Region Chapter
January 21, 2010, 6 – 9 pm at Embassy Suites Hotel, Alexandria, VA

Education futurist Gary Marx will address what students need to know and what skills, attitudes and behaviors will be essential in the 21st century for every truly educated citizen of a community, nation, and world?”   He will suggest four major purposes for education.  Then, he will ask participants to add their suggestions.  “What other purposes should be on the list?”  “What do students need to know and be able to do to be ready for life in an age of knowledge creation and breakthrough thinking?”  “Why?  For what purpose?”  This is a vital topic because, everywhere, discussions about education target everything from the mechanics of organization to test scores.  Some shout that teaching students to think and reason will come at the expense of higher achievement in math, reading, and science.  A familiar cry is, “What’s tested gets taught!”  Questions abound.  What about those things that aren’t easily tested that could be essential to a truly educated person?  Do high school dropouts understand the life sentence they are imposing on themselves?  Do we realize that any community, region, or country must develop all of its human potential to maintain success and earn respect among a family of nations?  Can we admit that the poor can be creatively and intellectually rich and give them a good education?  Without adequate public support, are some education institutions becoming “corporatocracies” rather than foundations of our democratic society?  Are educators in touch with trends and issues that impact society and their students’ lives?  Do we have sufficient imaginative people to create a 21st century education system?  

Gary Marx is president of the Center for Public Outreach, an organization he founded in 1998, which provides counsel on future-oriented leadership, communication, education, community, and democracy.  As an international speaker, workshop leader, and consultant, Marx has worked with educators, business people, and other community and government leaders in all 50 of the United States and on six continents.  Marx has visited 74 countries.  As a futurist, he has directed a number of futures studies focusing on education and the whole of society.  His most recent books include Sixteen Trends…Their Profound Impact on Our Future, published by the Educational Research Service (ERS) and Future Focused Leadership…Preparing Schools, Students, and Communities for Tomorrow’s Realities, published by ASCD.   Marx has spearheaded studies such as Preparing Students for the 21st Century (1996) and Preparing Schools and School Systems for the 21st Century (1999).  His 2000 book, Ten Trends…Educating Children for a Profoundly Different Future, as well as his more recent publications, are used in environmental scanning and organizational planning, in stimulating enlightened discussion, and in envisioning alternative futures.  They are also used as texts and sub-texts for education and leadership courses.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Location: Embassy Suites Hotel, 1900 Diagonal Road, Alexandria, VA, (King Street Metro stop on the Blue/Yellow line.  Parking in garage) Registration: At www.natcapwfs.org/events.htm, $34 non-members; $24 members; $15 students under 26.  Advance paid reservations are strongly encouraged by COB January 17, 2010.   Reservations may not be cancelled after that date, and no shows will be charged.  Last minute registrants may pay at the door. Please contact John Honig at 301-469-7783 or jhonig@comcast.net with any questions or, if you wish to pay by check, send a check to John at 7701 Glenmore Spring Way, Bethesda, MD., 20817.   Note: Due to a new requirement from our merchant banker to provide the full billing address for credit card charges, payment at the door will be by cash or personal check only.  Those registering in advance may still pay by VISA, Mastercard or American Express.
