World Future Society-Washington, D.C. Chapter

Thursday, March 17, 2011

Dinner Meeting 6:30-9:00 PM

Embassy Suites Hotel, Friendship Heights, Washington, D.C.

  The Future of Energy
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Dr. Alex Pavlak

The Obama administration is taking an evolutionary approach to clean energy system development - look at what exists today and ask how can it be improved. Good things can come from this approach including quick returns, the smart grid, and various energy efficiency improvements. But an evolutionary approach by itself leads to ugly systems, false starts and dead ends where additional progress can be made only by scrapping expensive investments and starting over. A strategic plan that targets a post fossil fuel economy leads to a vastly different set of priorities. While there are many ways to reduce greenhouse gas emissions today, there are very few feasible choices for achieving very large emission reductions. The world is looking to the US for global leadership. This requires a compelling vision that does not now exist. The presentation discusses how classic strategic planning and systems engineering can clarify such a vision. This presentation builds on a paper titled "Strategy Versus Evolution" published in the American Scientist.

Alex Pavlak is a PhD Professional Engineer with 40 years experience managing a variety of R&D programs. He was the president of a solar development company for 8 years in the 1970's and is currently adapting that technology to photovoltaics. His core competencies are systems architecture, energy systems and combining systems architecture with fact based policy making.

NOTE: We have raised the cost of attendance for those registering after the deadline or not pre-registering in order to encourage advance registration and minimize disruption to the meeting and to the Embassy staff from large numbers of unexpected attendees.  Because the Embassy must accommodate other groups as well as us, we need to give them as accurate a count as possible by the registration deadline.  Members and friends deciding to attend after the registration deadline are urged to call either Ken Harris at 301-657-3731 or John Honig at 301-469-7783 to be sure seating will be available.

We are again starting our meeting ½ hour later than usual because of prior use of the Tenleytown 2 room at the Embassy.

Location: Embassy Suites Hotel, Friendship Heights, 4300 Military Road, Washington D.C.. (Friendship Heights Metro stop on the Red line.  Parking in garage and on street.)  Advance paid registration by COB Monday March 14 is strongly encouraged. Register at www.natcapwfs.org/events.htm or by sending a check payable to the World Future Society to John Honig at 7701 Glenmore Spring Way, Bethesda, MD., 20817. Cost of advance registration is $34 non-chapter-members; $24 chapter members; $15 students under 26.  Cost after COB March 14 is $40 non-chapter-members, $34 chapter members, $17 students under $26.  Reservations may not be cancelled after March 14, and no shows will be charged.   Last minute registrants may pay at the door. Please contact John Honig at 301-469-7783 or jhonig@comcast.net with any questions.   Note: Due to a requirement from our merchant banker to provide the full billing address for credit card charges, payment at the door will be by cash or personal check only.  Those registering in advance may still pay by VISA, Mastercard or American Express.






