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Was the Social Security Crisis invented to advance a political agenda? Is this so-called crisis a distraction from the real problems facing the country? 

Social Security is one of the country's most important and successful social programs. It provides a large measure of economic security to the whole country, uniting the interests of the poor and the middle class. The program not only keeps tens of millions of retirees out of poverty, it also provides disability and survivors insurance to almost the entire working population.  

But recent projections from some politicians and policymakers suggest that Social Security is in dire straits. Is it or isn’t it? What do the best available forecasts tell us about where the program will be if we leave it alone and what we can do to make it safer for ourselves, our children, and our grandchildren?

Dean Baker, the author of Social Security: The Phony Crisis (University of Chicago Press, 2000), argues that the projected shortfalls in Social Security are distant, relatively minor, and no larger than shortfalls that have been easily addressed in prior decades.  Politicians are trying to scare the public about the health of Social Security in order to justify cutting or privatizing the system, while the health care system poses a much more serious and immediate problem for the health of the economy and the budget.
About the Speaker:

Dr. Dean Baker is Co-Director of the Center for Economic and Policy Research in Washington, D.C. He previously worked as a senior economist at the Economic Policy Institute and was an assistant professor at Bucknell University. His recent publica​tions include books and articles about Social Security, Medicare, the stock market bubble, pharmaceutical policy, globalization, the deficit, and the consumer price index. His columns have appeared in many major media outlets including the Atlantic Monthly, the Washington Post, and the London Financial Times. He reports on economics in major media outlets including the New York Times, the Washington Post, and National Public Radio.
Location: Tenleytown Room, Embassy Suites Hotel, Friendship Heights, 4300 Military Road, Washington D.C. (Friendship Heights Metro stop on the Red line.  Parking is available in the garage and on the street.)

Registration:   At www.natcapwfs.org  $32 non-members; $29 members.

Advance paid reservations are required by COB April 18, 2004.   Reservations may not be cancelled after that date, and no shows will be charged.  Last minute registrants may pay at the door. For planning purposes, reservations are preferred. Please contact Ken Harris with any questions or if you wish to pay by check at 301.657.3721 and Harriskw@erols.com.

