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Wash., DC
   Our spring dinner meeting speaker, Eric Meade, a futurist with the Institute for Alternative Futures, will introduce the “evolutionary spiral” model, popularized by Don Beck in his book Spiral Dynamics, and apply it to the understanding of current events and forecasting of the future.  The evolutionary spiral model argues that individuals and societies pass through certain stages as they grow and evolve, alternating between a focus on the individual and a focus on the collective and adopting more highly developed mental structures and coping mechanisms in the face of increasingly complex problems.  Mr. Meade will begin with the model’s development in the field of psychology, illustrate the phases of the model, and give examples of how the model applies to the evolution of human societies.  He will then discuss how the model explains societal responses to the challenges we face today.  Evolution is a choice, not a given; this model helps frame the decisions society will need to make if they hope to survive and evolve.
Location: Embassy Suites Hotel, Friendship Heights, 4300 Military Road, 
Washington D.C.. (Friendship Heights Metro stop on the Red line.  Parking in 
garage and on street.) 
Registration: At www.natcapwfs.org/events.htm,  $34 non-members; $29 members; $25 
students under 26.  Advance paid reservations are strongly encouraged by COB 
May 18, 2009.   Reservations may not be cancelled after that date, and no 
shows will be charged.  Last minute registrants may pay at the door. Please 
contact John Honig at 301-469-7783 or jhonig@comcast.net with any questions or, 
if you wish to pay by check, send a check to John at 7701 Glenmore Spring Way, 
Bethesda, MD., 20817. 
    Eric Meade BIO INFO:  is a Futurist at the Institute for Alternative Futures (IAF) and its for-profit subsidiary, Alternative Futures Associates (AFA), Alexandria, VA.  
Mr. Meade’s research focuses on the influence of generational transitions on the course of world events.  He forecasts that the Millennial generation will exceed expectations in addressing global challenges but will leave spiritual gaps to be filled by subsequent generations.  Mr. Meade also studies new models now emerging from evolutionary psychology in order to better understand how change takes place in society and to gather new insights about the future.  Mr. Meade forecasts a marked improvement in governance as political and civic leaders become more adept at using these models to accelerate the psychological development of subcultures and individuals.  Mr. Meade’s research in these areas allows him to help clients make more informed decisions today and to more effectively communicate those decisions to stakeholders.

Mr. Meade also serves as Vice President for Business Development, leading IAF’s strategy development and preparing the organization for its own future.  This has involved efforts to make IAF’s work environment more conducive to successful “knowledge work” on the part of new staff from the Millennial generation.  Mr. Meade also leads IAF’s government contracting, working with federal agencies to plan futures projects to meet the needs of government foresight.  He has been instrumental in projects for AARP, the U.S. Army Medical Department, and numerous corporate clients through IAF’s for-profit subsidiary.  He is also a member of the Association of Professional Futurists and the World Future Society.

Earlier in his career, Mr. Meade served as a nuclear submarine officer in the U.S. Navy and worked as a toy industry executive in China.  He has extensive knowledge and experience in marketing, manufacturing, and consumer product safety.  He speaks three languages, has lived in five countries, and has a profound understanding of Chinese culture.
Mr. Meade received his Masters in Business Administration from INSEAD in Fontainebleau, France and Singapore and his Bachelor’s Degree (with High Distinction) in History from the University of Virginia.










